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Quick hits
A selection of corporate news from around the tech world
Facebook will finally have customer service

Meta, the company that owns Facebook
and Instagram, is working on a customer
service division to improve transparency
with respect to moderation policies.
Since the inception of the platform, it
has never been possible to speak directly to a Facebook customer service about
the removal of posts or content. Meta intends to change course. The company is
in fact working to establish a customer
service division, dedicated to users whose
posts have been removed according to the
moderation policy. Last year the company launched - in a pilot version - a chat
support service for those who lost access
to their account. This time the operation
seems to be more structured.
The division is in its first steps and it is
not yet clear how it will operate. The creation of the service is considered a priority
by the Oversight Board, the theoretically independent body (it is funded by Meta itself)
created in 2020 with the aim of reviewing
decisions regarding controversial or potentially dangerous content. Users can appeal

in case of disagreement with Meta regarding
the removal of a content. The board has repeatedly repeated that Meta must be more
transparent with users about the application
of its policies.
Society is increasingly relying on artificial intelligence for its moderation decisions.
This often leads to inaccurate decisions in
which users may request a response from a
human agent.
On Thursday, August 25, the council also
released its quarterly report on the cases
it spoke about, ranging from instances of
neo-Nazi content to photos of topless couples. The second part of the report is dedicated to recommendations and indicates
whether Meta has or has not taken initiatives regarding the board’s suggestions.
Most of them have been fully or partially
implemented.
The creation of a customer service unit is
not a formal recommendation, but according to an executive of the company heard by
Bloomberg, it is a priority that emerged from
other feedback offered by the control body.

Twitter is now also a podcast app

Twitter has announced that it will integrate
a podcast directory into Spaces, its live audio feature for real-time conversations. The
tab will be redesigned to accommodate the
new features in the iOS and Android apps.
It will reach all users in stages, starting with
Anglo-Saxon speakers.
Within Spaces, you can see a selection of live programs or already produced
content classified according to theme:

News, Sports, Music, Cinema, etc. An algorithm will be responsible for selecting
content specifically for each user. For example, if you follow journalists covering
the conflict in Ukraine, it will be shown
live conversations on this topic or related
programs.
Twitter’s strategy is to add podcasts to increase the time each user spends within the
application and, therefore, to see more spon-
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sored tweets and ads, which is the company’s main source of income. It is working
very well for Spotify, and it has served to
create a new source of income that is more
profitable than music playback.
The possibility of recording live conversations, which arise in Spaces and their subse-

quent listening and cataloging, could make
the function more popular. Usually, interesting and spontaneous conversations of value
arise. And it helps numerous users to dare to
expose their ideas without having to resort to
a previous investment of money and time to
publish a podcast.

Official: Audi confirms that it will enters Formula 1 from 2026

It was an open secret. Before starting the
weekend of racing at the Belgian GP, the
confirmation that Audi and F1 were going
to join their paths jumped out. In a
press conference they announce
the entry of the German brand
as a new motorist from
2026. The simplification of
the engines approved last
week by the World Council
of the motor world is key
to the decision. At the moment they enter as motorcyclists and it remains to be
seen with which team they join.
In principle it will be with Sauber that
they will buy 75%, but it has not yet been
made official and it will be throughout the
end of the season.

The entry of Audi marks the first major
step for the Volkswagen Group in F1 from
2026. However, also from this year 2026,
its “sister” brand Porsche will join the
grid through the association with
Red Bull, although it will have
to wait for its announcement.
The new Audi power unit
will be developed in German lands, specifically at its
headquarters in Neuburg,
and Adam Baker - who was
a man from Cosworth, BMW
and FIA - will direct the project
and will have 120 people around
him. They already have test benches
for F1 engines and plans are underway to increase staff and infrastructure for the Audi F1
project by the end of the year.

Instagram will ask you for a selfie video to verify your identity

Instagram is asking some users to send a
selfie video where the face of the person who
owns the account must be framed from different angles to verify their identity. This was
revealed by some screenshots published on
Twitter by Matt Navarra, where it is possible
to view the indications that the app provides
to the user for the selfie video, that is, some
movements that must be performed with the
head in four directions. This is to verify not
only the identity but also the fact that the
one in the video is actually a real person.
Instagram’s goal is to curb the proliferation of bot accounts responsible for

sending spam, harassment messages
and services to inflate the number of followers. At the moment the platform is
asking suspicious profiles to verify that
they are humans and not robots. The
danger of course is that an attacker sends
a fake video, or a deep fake, to confirm a
false identity.
According to the application, the videos
are not visible on your Instagram profile and
are kept for up to 30 days. The function, always reads in the notification, does not use
facial recognition systems or collect users’
biometric data.
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Rise and Fall of False Leaders:
Elisabeth Holmes, Bernard Madoff and more
Today’s world is full of innovations. A photograph taken every five years could show
objects that did not exist before are already in disuse. Technology drives this continuous renewal, and the last few decades
are full of personalities that appear out of
nowhere, invent something brilliant and
change the lives of millions, if not billions.
From Steve Jobs to Mark Zuckerberg to Elon
Musk, there is no shortage of examples.
Yet, in the mare magnum of excellence, there is
a rotten but ‘embellished’ substrate for the occasion
that concerns false promises, scams and convictions. Here is the rise and fall of some unscrupulous
entrepreneurs.

New Blood: the promise of Theranos and Elisabeth Holmes
In 2003 Elizabeth Holmes, then a 19-year-old
American with great ambitions, began quietly to
operate in the medical field with these purposes.
She decided to found her company - originally
called Real-Time Cures - to pursue a complicated
goal: to design a small machine that could carry
out 240 types of blood tests with the collection
of a single drop via a prick on the finger. No more
long needles and full test tubes, but a simple pinch
on the fingertip: this was the goal of her company
Theranos.
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Blood test with a single drop? All false

Theranos and Elizabeth Holmes on the roof of
the world
Over the years, a brilliant and ambitious mind
like that of the young woman has managed to
convince several American investors to focus on
this revolutionary idea, which would have allowed
at low cost to carry out extensive screening on the
health conditions of patients (such as positivity
HIV, for example).
Initially, the research and design operations continued quietly, then the blood test machine was
developed and presented, with supporters and investors such as Rupert Murdoch, US Army officers,
successful entrepreneurs and so on.
Elizabeth Holmes then began to be the face of
the new generation of startuppers, of successful entrepreneurs, to hold seminars at the most important
conferences in the world, to take the covers of specialized magazines and to become one of the most
popular women in the field of entrepreneurship.
The clumsy of the scam. Stage a fall to be compensated: framed by the shoot
In Woodbridge, New Jersey (USA), a man was
arrested by the police after attempting a scam
against a local. After throwing ice on the ground, villain Alexander Goldinsky pretended to slide on the
floor. Here is the footage of the security cameras.

Too bad that a huge footnote stands out at the
bottom of this story. This machine, called Edison,
never worked. Never, not even a single day.
Everyone trusted her and her official statements
about her, many of her underwent fingerprints for
the blood test, and the results were almost totally
busted. It often happens in the United States that a
product is launched on the market before it is finally
finalized, but it cannot happen in the case of a technology that concerns people’s health.
An October 2015 Wall Street Journal investigation has begun to stir up the fuss around Elizabeth
Holmes and her Theranos. The accusations started
from the fact that the results given by the notorious
Edison (actually processed in secret with traditional tools) were not at all reliable, and then moved to
the unsustainable climate within the company. The
entrepreneur tried for some time to deny and dodge
the scandals, but within a few months the house of
cards collapsed. It was all a scam.

Who is the woman behind Theranos
Before seeing how things have developed in the
recent past, it is worth mentioning a profile of the entrepreneur in question. How did Elizabeth Holmes
convince everyone that the machine worked?
First of all, it is clear that her operations were ‘endorsed’ by a general superficiality: by the national
authorities, by the scientific journalists who praised
her discoveries without verifying their actual results,
by everyone. Nonetheless, her persuasiveness cannot be denied.
At the peak of her success, the story of the brilliant
young woman had gone around the world: as a child
she wanted to become a billionaire and spent her
time designing time machines, as a teenager she was
a promising student at Stanford University, which she
later dropped out. Having presented her idea to one of
the professors to start the future Theranos.
Everyone tells her as charismatic, with the mania
of her reserve. She managed to convince anyone of
the validity of her ideas about her and at the same
time imposed the utmost secrecy on her employees, sometimes with intimidating attitudes.
The extremely deep voice with which she entertained the audience at the conferences, however, according to some would be artificial: her real tone would
be much more shrill, but Elizabeth Holmes would have
opted to pretend a more masculine speech with the
conviction of being more persuasive towards men.
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Now, claiming this was the key to success is difficult - there were even logos of pharmaceutical companies flaunted without permission - but the deception remained in place for several years, receiving
hundreds of millions of dollars in investments.

What will become of Elizabeth Holmes
The dominoes that began with the Wall Street
Journal article quickly led to the collapse of Theranos, from stars to rags.
Elizabeth Holmes was convicted of fraud by a
California federal court on four counts, and now she
faces twenty years in prison. She claims she never knew the machine didn’t work and she blamed
her partner and former partner of hers, Ramesh Balwani, accusing him of sexual assault. There will still
be a lot to dig. And all for a drop of blood.

The biggest scam in history: Bernie Madoff
Eighty-two years, sentenced to 150 in prison after his arrest in 2008, 65 billion dollars the amount
of the colossal fraud he concocted and lasted about
40 years, of which only 14.3 recovered, 37 thousand people defrauded in 136 different countries ,
6 complaints presented to the SEC - the American
Consob - between 1992 and 2008 against him and
all six ‘passed’ quietly, in February 2020 he filed an
application to be able to leave because he had less
than 18 months to live for a kidney disease without
cure, rejected, died April 14 in Butner Federal Prison,
North Carolina. These are Bernie Madoff’s numbers.
But numbers aren’t everything in this story.
Two suicides, one was French financier Thierry
Magon de La Villehuchet, who led a fund that had
invested $ 1.4 billion in Bernard Madoff’s companies,
found dead in his Manhattan office. Another of his
investors had a heart attack after months of litigation, compared to his role in Madoff’s scheme. Many
lost their homes. Many lost their friends, whom they
had persuaded to enter the financial maelstrom.
Madoff himself was not spared: his eldest son
Mark, committed suicide on the morning of 11 December 2010 - two years after his father’s arrest,
to whom he had contributed significantly with his
accusations. He left a note to the lawyer: ‘Nobody
wants to know the truth.’ In June 2012, Madoff’s
brother, Peter, was accused of complicity and negotiated with the government the delivery of all his
properties to compensate the victims of the scam:
he was still sentenced to ten years.
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Madoff’s youngest son, Andrew, died of cancer
on September 3, 2014 at the age of 48, the same
cancer he had fought in 2003 and which had reappeared in the turmoil of events. The name ‘Madoff’
was banned: a daughter-in-law in 2010 asked the
New York State Supreme Court to be allowed to
change the surname of her son, to Morgan.

The name “Madoff” became synonymous with
scammer.
So, numbers aren’t everything in this story. Which
is also a damned ‘success’ story - a young 20-yearold lifeguard, Bernie Madoff, invested the savings
from his summer job on the beaches,
convinced his father-in-law to give
him some, and from there he began his climb for money.
The scheme is simple:
promise high returns (10
percent typically) and
get the money and pay
the returns with that
same money; but to
continue to do so
you must have more
money, also because
the ‘fixed expenses’ luxurious offices that
serve to give credibility to your cunning and
sagacity - increase; as

long as the tour continues and only someone, for a
sudden reason, asks for the restitution of the entire
capital; the trouble happens when the circle has become very large and no longer ‘fished’ and when the
request for restitution becomes multiple: in Madoff’s
case it was the Lehman Brothers crisis that induced
its investors to get the money back: but the money
it was gone.
It is striking - the text is from 1990 - the reverberation in the real story of Bernard Madoff, nailed by
the accusations of his son, Mark, who, tormented,
ended up just hanging himself. Money games and
intrigues are highly dramatic, tragic and grotesque
at the same time. It is not a discovery of contemporary theater: after all, what else is Shakespeare’s The Merchant of Venice if
not the tragic and grotesque
reflection on an obligation,
on the collection of insurance on a credit, on
- we would say today
- a Cds? There is a
moment when Antonio’s ships are
reported missing,
perhaps wrecked,
his wealth has
vanished, he is
bankrupt: isn’t the
pound of flesh Shylock requested like a
swap? Human greed
we are talking about.
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Google, new algorithm
against inaccurate sites and clickbait
An important update for Google’s search
algorithm is coming, with which the giant
will penalize sites and content that spread
inaccurate, unverified and hoax news.
The focus of the company is above all the clickbait, or the practice of creating content specifically
to gain user positions and clicks, often using titles
that do not reflect the news reported.
Starting Monday, August 22, the Helpful Content
Update had released globally for English-speaking
users, while a second is scheduled for the next few
weeks in other languages.
In a post, the Mountain View company explains
that credible and helpful content will be rewarded,
‘helpful’ in fact, as well as the most reliable reviews.
‘Many of us have experienced the frustration of
visiting a web page that appears to have what we’re
looking for, but doesn’t live up to our expectations,’
writes Google.
‘We work hard to make sure the pages we show
on Search are as useful and relevant as possible. To
do this, we are constantly refining our systems - last
year, we rolled out thousands of research updates
based on hundreds of thousands of quality tests,
including assessments where we collect feedback
from human reviewers.’ With the novelty, educational content, entertainment content, reliable websites for shopping and pages related to technology
will be rewarded, preferring original sites, containing
reviews and insights.

Google MUM: what is it?
Google MUM is the new Artificial Intelligence
technology from Google able to better understand
the searches that users perform online to provide the
best, most accessible and, therefore, most satisfying
results. Currently Google Mum is not currently used
by the search engine, it is still in the testing phase.
Google MUM was born as the successor of BERT
(Bidirectional Encoder Representations from Transformers) and was created to function like a human
brain. The Google team stated that MUM is 1,000 times
more powerful than the ‘old’ Bert. In this case, 1,000 is
not a randomly chosen number but corresponds to the

number of nodes of the neural network on which Mum
is designed. The concept behind this algorithm is to try
to recreate the nerve synapses of the human brain and
each node represents a decision point through which
the algorithm passes the user’s search.
Google MUM technology is designed to understand the most complex, precise and articulated
search queries that usually require an average of
8 steps by users to get the complete answer they
are looking for. MUM’s new Artificial Intelligence will
greatly facilitate users’ browsing process, providing
them with the most relevant results for their search.
Google Mum is able to understand search queries in 75 different languages through all the data on
the open web.

What is Google MUM for
How will users benefit from Google MUM?
The Google blog provided an exhaustive practical
example of the usefulness of MUM: ‘Let’s assume
that a hiker who has just finished a hike on Mount
Adams now intends to climb Mount Fuji in Japan.
The hiker asks Google how to prepare for this new
adventure.
In this case, the search engine, to date, is in difficulty because it cannot give a single exhaustive
answer to the hiker: it should provide him with data
on the climate, altitude, the differences compared to
excursions on Mount Adams and many others. information, which the user could therefore find only
after several searches.
The result that Google returns differs from the answer that an expert in the sector would give. Thanks
to Google MUM, the difference between the answer
given by the search engine and that given by an expert will no longer exist: Google will be able to provide a synthesis of concepts to accurately answer
doubts, curiosities or needs, all in one session.’

How Google MUM works
Google MUM is an important milestone for AI as it
is able to interpret even complex, detailed and very
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specific search queries.
This new algorithm, like its predecessor BERT,
is based on an artificial neural network model with
Transformer architecture. Google is therefore able
to imitate the functioning of the neurons of the brain
and tries to recreate the nerve synapses and the
nodes act as ‘decision points’.

So what changes from the BERT algorithm?
MUM is able to understand natural language and
has better management of search complexity than
BERT.
Google MUM is being tested; In fact, Google has
very specific guidelines to respect (Search Quality
Rater Guidelines). The Google team is testing Google MUM to verify its quality and effectiveness before
officially launching it.

What are the benefits of Google MUM?
The main features of Google MUM are: multimodal and multitasking.
 Multimodal - MUM is capable of capturing and
understanding information in multiple and new
ways. In fact, MUM is able to process not only
textual information, but also images and audio.
 Multitasking - MUM manages to do all this simultaneously and quickly to deliver the best results
of the most complex queries in a second.
The MUM algorithm is capable of understanding 75
languages so, as a result, if considered the most relevant, it could return answers not present in the language

in which the query was formulated. In fact, MUM searches simultaneously on multiple sources in different languages and provides the results in the user’s language.
This is an important innovation that aims to remove language barriers that represent a major obstacle to understanding or accessing information
relevant to research.
Thanks to its complexity, according to Google,
this new technology will be able to provide results
that are not a simple list of links that match the keywords entered by the user. If the query is difficult,
Mum will understand the language and generate a
response comparable to that of an expert in the field.
The new algorithm is in fact also multimodal, the
search results will also include images, video or audio accompanying links to various relevant content.
The way in which Google will show search results to users could therefore change radically after
the introduction of Google MUM.

How the new algorithm works: a practical example
If a user, for example, is looking for information
about a new movie, instead of seeing articles that
aggregate previous reviews without adding any insights, they will now be able to see more results’ with
unique and authentic information, so they are more
likely to read something than ever seen before.’
All this to verify in advance if a portal really reflects what it promises in the preview or if it was
made only to accumulate clicks.
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The best smartphones
under 300 euros (summer 2022)
Browsing blindly the web and the shops
in search of the best smartphones under
300 euros is a lottery game. The fateful
threshold is actually considered dangerous to cross when looking for a valid and
at the same time lasting product: producers - in trying to offer a competitive product - have to cut production costs here
and there, and sometimes the result is a
product destined to a very specific audience, or simply unsuccessful
Offering the maximum possible at the minimum
expense is not an easy art to master. Each waiver
is added to what it has already been necessary to
remove to contain spending below 1000 and then
600 euros, and so on: in this price range the quality
of components such as fingerprint sensors, cameras, displays and processor should be evaluated
with particular attention, because it can make the
difference between a pleasant product to use and a
gadget with an experience of use to be forgotten.

What we look for in the best smartphones under
300 euros
When the price of a smartphone is lower, it is necessary to lower the bar of expectations in this regard.
Stellar cameras and fluidity of use on every occasion
are no longer elements to be taken for granted, yet

there are compromises to avoid even when buying
the most affordable phones. In essence, the quality-price ratio must be excellent, or at most very good.
In particular, there are aspects that cannot be underestimated in the choice. The amount of memory
(both ram and storage) dictates how comfortable the
device will be in managing photo albums and open
or installed applications; the processor is one of the
components that raise the costs of the product the
most but which at the same time plays a fundamental role in defining the experience of using the phone.
Furthermore, the devices must preferably be recent, or very recent. The less snappy processors and
the smaller amounts of memory present in these
gadgets make them “age” more quickly, because
they struggle to keep up with apps and software updates that become more complex over the months.

Best until September 2022
Within this list, there are the latest smartphones
released in recent weeks, but also slightly older
products: in the first case an example is represented
by Motorola Moto G32, while in the second one of
the new entries is that of Samsung Galaxy A33 5G.
For those who are not afraid to range even above
this range, here is a comprehensive list of all the
phones we liked this year, plus our ranking of the
best mid-range and absolute tops.
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1. Realme GT Master Edition
Since its release in late 2021 it has been one of the best sellers in online stores, and
over the months it has matured quite well. In addition to a design that earned it the iF
Design Award, it boasts the excellent Qualcomm Snapdragon 778G vapor-cooled chip
and a good 120Hz display for consistently smooth images. The fast recharge and the
64 megapixel main camera are also good (the others are forgettable), while the online
price fluctuates up to even 229 euros.

2. Xiaomi Redmi Note 11s 5G
The elegant and minimal design well masks the price range of origin of this Xiaomi
proposal, which also in terms of performance is not bad for this price range. The merit
is of a processor that combines performance and consumption, but also of a generous
memory allocation of 6 GB. The autonomy (driven by a 5000 mAh battery) is good
and the main camera can be used, a little less than the secondary ones.

3. Samsung Galaxy A33 5G
Released in early 2022, this smartphone is showing its potential now that the
discounts are making it particularly attractive. Above all, the large 6.4-inch amoled
screen with 90 Hz update and the 25-watt fast charge on a 5000 mAh battery are
good, but the photographic sector is also versatile: in addition to a 48 megapixel main
camera they are included in the package also an 8 wide angle and a 5 macro, plus a
good 13 megapixel selfie unit.

4. Motorola Moto G32
A smartphone with a friendly price but which brings with it several interesting features and normally destined for the higher price ranges. We start first from the 90 Hz
fast update display to switch to two powerful stereo speakers with Dolby Atmos technology to enjoy games, movies and TV series from the phone, but also the triple rear
camera is a surprise: with the favor of the lighting conditions, the 50 megapixel main
rear sensor captures captivating and detailed images.

5. Little M4 Pro 5G

One of the most interesting products in circulation for those who do not plan to
spend more than 200 euros for a smartphone. On the data sheet there are no waivers
- even the display supports the rapid update to 90 Hz - while the daily performance
is more than acceptable in every area, with few slowdowns. Only the photographic
sector leaves slightly to be desired.
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A right-wing dictatorship
in the US by 2030, a Canadian study
In the Canadian newspaper The Globe and
Mail Thomas Homer-Dixon, who is a professor at Royal Roads University, wrote
a long article to say that American democracy could collapse by 2025 and that,
in another five years, the country could
transform itself in a far-right dictatorship. Canada, he warns, should prepare
itself.
“By 2025, American democracy could collapse,
causing severe political instability within it, with
widespread civil violence. By 2030, if not sooner,
the country could be ruled by a right-wing dictatorship. We shouldn’t dismiss these possibilities just
because they seem ridiculous or too horrible to imagine. But today we live in a world where the absurd
regularly becomes real and the horrible cliché,” said
Homer-Dixon, who calls himself a’ conflict ‘scholar.
These are significant phrases, first of all for the
authority of those who developed them and the
newspaper that disseminated them. But also because, for Canada, the United States is both the
main trading partner and the guarantors of its security. That Ottawa has to worry about a threat coming
from their only neighbor - not just any neighbor, by
the way: the first political, economic and military superpower - is in short a relevant fact.

The Crisis of the American System?
Homer-Dixon - executive director of the Cascade
Institute at Royal Roads University - is a scholar of
conflicts: wars, social conflicts, revolutions, ethnic
violence, genocide. And he thinks that the political
and social context in the United States is fraught
with ‘warning signs’. He refers to the growing polarization which, especially in the years of Donald
Trump’s presidency - although this is a pre-existing
problem - is increasing the perceived distance between those parts of the population who have different ideas. And which, as a result, is making communication, understanding the point of view and mutual
acceptance increasingly difficult. This radicalization
of society was reflected in the two main parties,
the Democratic and the Republican, going to “jam”

that political system based on the compromise that
made American primacy possible.

The Attack at the Congress
Fears of a growing ‘dysfunctionality’ of US democracy grew stronger after the assault on Congress on January 6, 2021, organized by supporters
of outgoing President Trump to contest the outcome
of the elections, won by Joe Biden. Democracy is
founded on the peaceful transfer of power, an assumption that was questioned on that occasion. And
not only by a group of extremists but - more importantly - even by the then head of state, who helped
spread the idea that the vote had been manipulated
and that he was the real winner.

The causes of Radicalisation
According to Homer-Dixon, former adviser to Al Gore, there are
first of all three social causes of the
crisis of US democracy. The first is
of an economic nature: the stagnation of middle-class incomes,
the feeling of economic insecurity
and the growth of inequality (the
result, in turn, of the loss of importance of the manufacturing sector and
the growing importance of the technology sector). The second is demographic:
immigration and mixed marriages (diversity, in
essence) have created in whites the feeling that
their ethnicity and their culture are being canceled
and replaced. Finally, the third concerns the elites,
whom Homer-Dixon accuses of being unwilling to
pay taxes, invest in public services and stimulate
vertical mobility.
According to the scholar, who sees parallels between the current situation in the United States and
that in the Weimar Republic, which saw the rise of
Adolf Hitler, Trump’s return could be accompanied
by the collapse of democratic institutions, favoring
the arrival of a real dictatorship. ‘Through targeted
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attacks and layoffs, he will be able to thin the
ranks of opponents to his movement within
the state: the bureaucrats, officials and
technocrats who oversee the impartial
functioning of central institutions and
respect the rule of law,’ he said. ‘So
everything will be ready for the arrival of a more executive ruler, after
Trump, to bring order to the chaos
he has created.’

The Consequences
The professor writes that ‘America’s economic, ethnic and social gaps have contributed to
the ideological polarization between left and right,
and the worsening polarization has paralyzed the
government while deepening the gaps. Right and
left are far from each other and are despised more
and more. Both believe that what is at stake is existential: that the other wants to destroy the country
they love. The moderate center is rapidly disappearing.
According to Homer-Dixon, the combination of
‘toxic polarization’ and ease of access to firearms
could lead to the outbreak of a civil war. The danger, he writes, is represented by the most extremist

fringes of the Republican Party that gather around
the figure of Trump.
The professor thinks the Republicans can win
this year’s mid-term elections, gaining control of the
two houses of Congress: this way Biden’s Democrats won’t be able to advance their political agenda
and Trump will see his chances increase. of victory
in the presidential elections of 2024. ‘And once in
office’, writes Homer-Dixon, ‘he will have only two
objectives: apology and revenge.’
If he were to have the military apparatus on his
side (but the institution is closely linked to the defense of the Constitution), or if he were to succeed
in filling him with his faithful, he could finally implement an authoritarian turn.
Homer-Dixon says this scenario could put Canada in a very difficult position. “What would happen,
for example, if high-profile political refugees fleeing
persecution arrived in our country, and the US regime demanded them back. Would we respect the
request? ‘, Asked the teacher, who proposed the
establishment of a’ permanent, non-partisan ‘parliamentary commission, which includes representatives of the five parties in parliament, able to advise
the government on how to prepare and possibly respond to a possible collapse of democratic institutions in the neighboring country.
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The company ECOM Electronic Components Trading GmbH,
which was founded in 1992, is now one of the leading and most
successful commercial enterprises internationally and has
been supplying the best known retailers and etailers, assemblers, computer retailers and specialist suppliers with all important everyday components for 30 years now.
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Regimes and social networks,
the strange alliance: everyone’s rights at risk
Could the use of artificial intelligence be a
threat to the democratic stability of contemporary nations? Are we able to know
exactly where all the data collected ‘by
third parties’ while surfing the Internet
goes to? Are we really incognito when we
choose this search mode, for example, on
Google? Does the network allow even a
mild form of user anonymity?
We know that the intent of the totalitarian regimes of the twentieth century was to create a new
humanity. Expressed in different formulas, even
diametrically opposed and conflicting, this was the
goal of the Nazi regime as well as that of the Communist dictatorship in the Soviet Union.
Rewriting the model of government and society,
reprogramming the citizen so that they fits perfectly
into the largest mechanism of the state that gives
them birth, grows them and then replaces them with
other similar individuals, very similar to them in desires, rights and duties.
With their ability to manage, suggest and divert
users’ choice, current digital devices sometimes
seem to some to proceed in the same way. Create
a critical mass of citizens dedicated to online consumption and compulsive browsing. Accumulating
so much data on humanity that it has an exhaustive
archive. Then use this data to create a new population, a new humanity entirely dedicated to the technological system.
Perhaps this would happen if intelligent machines
were left to themselves, and could choose, in terms
of economy and efficiency of the entire civil system,
which types of users are preferable, which types of
children (at the genetic level) should be world, until
the organism of an elderly person can be said to be
compatible with the needs of the community, which
behaviors to punish a priori and which freedoms to
grant. A system that would be based on pure measurement, on pure efficiency, on pure calculation as
an end in itself, and which would tend to an eternal
balance, stable and lasting, as monotonous and inhuman as it is.
You are not reading a film script: this is possible
reality. Such a system would be destined to stop
suddenly, and to replace evolution with station-

arity, and then history would really end, as some
had predicted it would happen after the collapse of
twentieth-century ideologies. In reality, even in this
case, it is not so much the machines that must be
frightening, but the men who govern them, or who
try to govern them for purposes that are anything
but humanitarian, civil and progressive.
On the other hand, we see how authoritarian and
even democratic regimes scramble to tighten their
grip against the giants of the web, that is, against
those companies that manage most of the online
data flows, and thus drastically limit their range of
action. As if to say: if I
can’t be stronger than you,
I’ll kick you
out of my
country,
I’ll ban
you.
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On this wave that triggers reactions and counter-moves, protests, indignations, and that creates
opinions, even extreme ones, in favor of one or the
other side, the most fertile ground for disinformation
is created, and then suspicions of occult plots arise.
Just like the one that Covid-19 would like to be an
artificial product of China, introduced into the world
to establish, through lock-down style measures, but
increasingly restrictive and penalizing, a global regime of absolute authoritarianism.
But every crisis, as well as being an opportunity
for relaunch, is also a very delicate moment of transition, in which we discover the weaknesses of societies, interpersonal and international relationships,
the insufficiency of infrastructures, power gaps, lack
of adequately efficient tools for solving problems
within the democratic system. It is an old story,
which we know - or should know - well enough and
which, precisely for this reason, treasuring the recent past, we should no longer fear.
The collection of data
from the company,
in fact, also represents a double-edged
sword for
those who
abuse

it. If some large organizations manage to hold very
large amounts of data and acquire it over time sometimes illegally, or through instruments at the
limit of legality - equally large quantities, a single
flaw in the system, an error, or a person able to violate access barriers to servers so that these “secret”
and precious data, in a very short time, are disseminated on a global scale and made available to any
other person who has any type of connected device.

Thus, large data reservoirs can certainly be
hidden baggage, the main weapon of blackmail
and control through which some rulers, or heads
of multinationals, could try to control the world.
But they could also, if passed into other hands,
become proof of scandals, compromises, and
ignite riots and revolutions.
Think of the cases of Edward Snowden and Wikileaks. In 2019, 17-year-old Feroza Aziz uploaded a
video to Tik Tok, a ‘simple’ make-up tutorial, on how
to take care of your lashes. Except that, after a few
minutes, the girl candidly began to denounce the violence that a minority of Islamic religion, the Uighurs, is
suffering in the People’s Republic of China. The views
exceeded one million in a short time and the Chinese
government immediately blocked the girl’s account.
Tik Tok, as we have seen, is being censored by
the two major international competitors, the United
States and China. Web users, while governments
are scrambling to stem those contents that they recognize as inconvenient for their power, or use policies of blocks and tariffs to cripple competition, always find a way to bypass the new digital frontiers,
the new ones. Berlin walls that do not stop erecting,
all over the world, physically and virtually, and to
launch - albeit for a limited time, until censorship
strikes the critical voice - their message of social demand , protest or testimony.
At one time, for example during the Second World
War, during the Fascist regime, it was done with the
radio. We tuned in clandestinely, perhaps through
self-built devices, to foreign, American radio stations. And we danced inside the house, with the windows closed, tearing - thanks to the will to live, and
to the opportunities granted by a type of technology
- a strip of freedom from totalitarian oppression.

What about the managing of algorithms?
Algorithms, sponsored by technological giants,
guide choices, determine public policies, lend their
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side to the demands of dictatorial regimes. How, if it
exists, will technology and politics be able to intertwine and converge to give shape to a correct and
stimulating social fabric?
The relationship between social media and
non-democratic regimes has become more complex. Content moderation is now in synergy with
political strategies. There is no longer just mere censorship or blatant propaganda on social media
The regimes are developing an articulated new
media policy, favoring or not hindering the polarization of public opinion and the consequent attenuation of fundamental rights; thus going far beyond the
compression of the right to freedom of expression.
And, evidently, it turns out to be so compatible
with the business models of the technological giants
themselves, translating into a complex chessboard
of mutual dependencies and digital authoritarianisms from which even traditional newspapers are
not immune.
All at the same time, and in a rather undisturbed
and not opposed way, indeed, favored by regulatory
frameworks and laws.
Meanwhile, one thing is certain: state and nonstate actors continue to exploit the opportunities
created by digital to shape narratives online, censor
critical speeches and build new technological systems of social control.

they are invasive
The pandemic
and the consequent infodemic
that ensued have
exalted the political and social reflections, bringing
the debate on the
dynamics of power
understood as control and, therefore, of
the power relations between public and private
powers, both headquarters - more legitimate or
not - of the balancing and
weighing of fundamental
rights and freedoms.
The risk of information
manipulation managed
by “digital autocracies”
is therefore effective

The ‘strange alliance’ between social networks
and regimes
The exploitation of social media, as a means of
information and communication, by countries with
authoritarian regimes or accused of illiberal policies,
has emerged quite clearly for some time.
This trend does not seem to be denied either by
the growing migration of content and communications to centralized platforms and apps, nor by the
increasing use of encrypted connections by websites and platforms.
The ability of governments to optimize filtering
objectives remains and proves to be effective and the
alliance with social media emerges in its full extent
Sri Lanka, and other territories such as Myanmar,
Bolivia, Slovakia, India, Philippines, Cambodia, Brazil
and Mexico, Ethiopia, are all territories heavily exposed to conditions of violence and repression, where
the panic for a threat perceived by social networks,
with extreme ease , it can lead to lynching or worse.
China, Russia, Hungary, Poland, each of these
nations has already revealed aspects of censorship
and dissent suppression that are as significant as

and platforms likewise prove to be valid allies in the
survival and consolidation of regimes in the world.
So much in a context of well-known political regimes with scarce freedom of information, where
the ‘participatory culture’ of which Henry Jenkins
wrote, appears very inexorably conditioned and
subservient to the information asymmetries generated by the combination of public and private powers (media, economic, political and ideological), on
the one hand, and the effective counter-power of
citizens, on the other.
An interesting July 2017 study, conducted by
the Internet Monitor project at the Berkman Klein
Center for Internet & Society, documented the practice of internet censorship around the world through
empirical testing in 45 countries on the availability
of 2,046 of the busiest websites and influencers of
the world, plus other country-specific websites.
The key results, certainly worthy of careful analysis, although to be read in the light of the specific
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space-time context,
do not seem to be
outdated today;
quite the opposite.
China, India,
Indonesia, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, Uzbekistan,
Yemen and Iran
were the countries
with the most pervasive censorship models; followed by Singapore, Bahrain, Egypt,
Kazakhstan,
Kuwait,
Russia, South Korea,
Thailand, Turkey, Hungary and Lebanon, albeit
with different shades.
It is quite evident, in
fact, how recent events
such as the pandemic,
with its contradictions

ic spectrum, albeit with different nuances, are already meditating on the idea of sovereignty: among
them , France, Germany, Poland.
The United States and India are moving equally
firmly in the direction that certain popular Chinese
apps need, in view of public and national security,
a lapidary ban on their introduction within territorial
borders. Brazil, Nigeria and Turkey are similarly oriented towards sovereign approaches to cyberspace.

Censorship in Russia
The new web regulation wanted by the Kremlin,
presented as a bulwark of security and internal protection, is actually turning out to be more of a tool
of government control and repression of minorities
and political oppositions. With the main objective of
filtering all the internet traffic present on the RuNet
network, through nodes controlled by the state authorities, the national Domain Name System, Russia
has in fact definitively laid the foundations for a ‘parallel’ web in which Putin’s government, behind the
heralded defense of free speech against the censorship of the Russian media on Fb, Twitter and YouTube (many will remember how Twitter, in the past,
has already decided not to show the search results
of the well-known Russian state news agency RIA
Novosti.

Conclusions
in terms of correct emergency management, rampant populism, racism (also heavily recalled by the
well-known American news stories), the crisis of
Western democracies, the uncomfortable episodes
linked to Brexit, the authoritarian thrusts of Hungary and Poland, the poor geo-political grip of the
EU in the global context, American isolationism and
fake news, the insurrection of January 6 in Washington, but also Russia and the unresolved conflicts
in Crimea, Syria, North Africa and elsewhere - may
have fostered new evolutions of pre-existing patterns of censorship and control.

The ‘temptation’ of the sovereign Internet
We must not think that democratic countries are
far from the temptation of the so-called sovereign
internet: although China, Russia, Iran are the most
pervasive models, many countries on the democrat-

As in the game of cat and mouse, democratic
political visions pursue technological ones, but inexorably lose ground in the face of the pressures of
autarchic regimes on the one hand, and the rigorous
complexity of the decisions imposed by advances in
the digital world and in the economic systems connected to them, on the other. And it is on this ground
that the ‘technological artifacts’ best manifest their
political guise.
The algorithms, sponsored by the technological
giants, guide the choices, determine public policies,
lend their side to the demands of dictatorial regimes;
too often erroneously perceived as neutral arbitrators of a smoky process of decision and choice, they
polarize and shape the capacity for self-determination of individuals.
What remains urgently to be understood concerns instead how technology and politics can intertwine and converge in shaping a social fabric that
is both correct and stimulating. And so much turns
out to be an absolute priority.
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The 6 most popular online scams:
how to avoid falling into the trap
Online users often make common mistakes, which are also easily attacked.
Here’s a rundown of the top mistakes users make and how to avoid them in order
to protect us and our network.
According to the FBI, in 2014, victims of online
scams in the United States lost $ 672,080,232 and
nearly 270,000 complaints were recorded. Nobody
wants to become a victim (or a statistic), but with ever-changing methods, hackers are always trying to
be one step ahead of the crowd. Here is a list of the
six most popular online scams and how to avoid being scammed.

1) Scams on job offers
Receive an unsolicited email offering a job, typically not in your area of expertise, often for a mystery shopper or similar position. When you accept,
you are paid by check or money order, for an amount
greater than that offered by the ‘employer’. You will
then be prompted to send the difference back, and
only there will you discover that the original check
or payment order was fake, and you are ‘out of the
money’ compared to the money sent to the fake
employer.
With the advent of career sites like LinkedIn, unsolicited job postings are becoming more and more
common, which means that anyone who is thirsty
for work must become adept at separating legitimate offers from scams. If you decide to take a job,
never cash suspicious checks without making sure
they are genuine. To be safe, ask your bank to put a
‘withhold’ on the funds until the check or payment
order is verified. Whenever you are asked to postpone the ‘difference’, this should indicate that you
are involved in a scam.

2) Scam lotteries
You receive an email stating that
you have won a little-known lottery,
usually in another country and always with a huge payout. You may

also be asked to pay a small amount to ‘release’
your winnings. You are asked to submit your personal data as verification, and suddenly you are the
victim of identity fraud and the money you win disappears.
The signs of a ‘lottery scam’ are as follows:
 The email is from a person, not a company.
 You are not the only recipient.
 We have never heard of the lottery.
If you get an email like this, do a quick Google
search to see if it’s legitimate (It never is.) We all
would like to find an easy payoff, but if we haven’t
bought the ticket, the odds of winning are zero.
Never send your personal information via email to
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people you don’t know and never trust someone
who tries to give money for nothing.

the original email and a reply address that doesn’t
match the sender shows that, especially on the
Internet, anything that sounds too good to be true
actually is.

3) Fraud by the beneficiary
Receive an email from someone looking to
transfer money in a short time. These emails sometimes come from people claiming to be well-known
personalities - you’ve probably heard of the Nigerian prince scam - but more often they come from a
‘businessman’ who says he has millions to transfer
out of the country and looks for help in exchange
for the promise of a ‘slice of the loot’. The sender
includes only enough details to make the offer legitimate.
But the money is always postponed, and
therefore a series of small payments are
grappled to facilitate the transfer of
funds. If you are unlucky, it is easy
to fall for this scam; however,
some signs should be sought
to expose it. Poor grammar and spelling in

4) Online Dating Scams
Meet someone via a dating site or chat room
and get to know each other all of this may seem
like reality. However, you can never be sure who is
on the other side of the screen. If you find yourself
in a virtual relationship with someone who starts
asking for money or intimate photos, or asks to redirect things that
have been sent to us, the person
you meet is a scammer. ‘Catfishers’, as they are sometimes
called, often use the identity of a
real person to look authentic and
to provide real details, but they
are sending fake photos and
contact information to cover their
tracks.
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Online dating scams have some key components:
 Demonstration of strong emotions in a very
short period of time.
 A quick switch from dating sites to private
channels.
 Money requests based on personal difficulties - for example for a sick relative or a failed
business.
Avoiding these scams means scrutinizing any
virtual relationship that develops too quickly. Never
give money to someone unless you are also in an
offline relationship. And if you make an appointment
with this person, outside of cyberspace, let people
who know you know where you are, at least to be
on the safe side.

5) Charity scams
After a large-scale natural disaster or other
high-profile public tragedy, you want to help in any
way they can, and scammers know they can capitalize on it. They set up fake donation sites and accounts, and then create an emotional email soliciting
funds that will never reach the victims. These scams
are successful as they focus on compassion, therefore, appropriate research must always be done.
Check the donation sites and make sure they are
indeed affiliated with the issues they claim to represent. Don’t donate money to sites that look suspicious. Any royal charity will have a solid website
with their own mission statement and tax-free documentation.

6) ‘Repair’ scams
A scam that starts in the real world and quickly
moves into the virtual world is when you get a phone
call from someone claiming to work for ‘Microsoft’ or
another large software company and claiming to be
able to fix PC problems, such as internet connection
and slow loading times. It sounds useful, but when the
email arrives in your inbox, you have to download a
remote access program through which the scammers
take control of your computer and install the malware.
Not all consumers are equally tech savvy, so
many don’t know how their PC works and are easily
intimidated by scammers. Once the malware is installed, they have access to personal files, data and
information.
Never accept unsolicited repair advice and do not
purchase any repair services unless you are absolutely sure who you are talking to. Do not allow anyone remote access to your computer. If someone
calls, ask for identifying information. Chances are
that if you ask enough questions, the scammer will
understand that he cannot fool us.
Now that you know what to expect from cyber scammers, be sure to keep an eye out
for these worms to avoid
being
phished.
Once scammers
become more
experienced,
constant
vigilance is
required to
keep your
computer
and information
safe.
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How to avoid falling
into the trap
These are boom years for cyberthreats,
cyberattacks and cybercrime. Cyber attacks, from identity theft to attacks targeting the retail sector, dominate the
news. On average, fraud victims are esti-

mated to spend $ 776 of their savings and
waste 20 hours of their time trying to solve
the problems created by identity thieves.
Here are seven current threats that show
today’s data protection challenges.

Security on Facebook
Facebook is a useful tool for keeping in touch
with friends. However, you need to be very careful
with the information revealed… as it could fall into
the wrong hands.
The dangers lurking on Facebook are many: on
the one hand, cybercriminals use a wide range of
tools to steal money from the accounts of unwitting
users and on the other hand they send fake friend
requests to steal personal data. Here are some
Facebook security tips that help protect your data:
 Verify every Facebook contact
Make sure the person you are talking to ... is really the one you believe. Try to verify his identity.
 Protect your financial and banking data
Never reveal anything about your bank accounts,
credit cards, debit cards or other financial information on Facebook.

 Beware of people you don’t know
Don’t add or accept friend requests from people
you don’t know.
 Keep your password safe
Paying a little more attention to your password
can be a key element of security on Facebook:
Choose a strong password that is difficult to find
In theory, the password should contain a mix of
letters, numbers and symbols
 Remember to change your password often
Do not use the same password for Facebook and
other websites. If password security is compromised
on a site, it may be used to log into the user’s Facebook account.
 Protect computers, mobile devices and data
Install a powerful anti-malware solution on computers, smartphones and tablets in order to protect
devices from the latest computer viruses, worms,
Trojan viruses and other threats.

How to protect your kids online
It can be difficult to protect your kids when they
play online, but internet safety solutions can help
keep your experience safe and fun.
More than 50% of children aged between six and
nine use the Internet every day*. And just like at
school or on the playground, they will have to make
their own decisions and make mistakes.
Keeping children safe on the Internet ‘playground’ can be a challenge. There are no teachers
to watch over them — and you sure as hell can’t
monitor them every minute!
So, how to ensure your children’s safety on the
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Internet? See how you can protect them from the
everyday dangers they may face...

Block inappropriate websites
Not all sites are suitable for children. Your child
may accidentally enter an inappropriate website
through a simple search engine query or by clicking
on a link sent by a friend.
How to keep your kids safe on the internet and
protect them without being authoritarian?
Parental Control software may be the answer.
Available as a standalone solution and also provided in Internet security packages, it is a parentally
controlled safe search feature that blocks inappropriate content. It also offers detailed reports so that
you are fully aware of your child’s Internet activities.
But sometimes seemingly safe websites can disrupt the virtual ‘playground’.

Do not talk with strangers
It can be fun for your kid to play the newest online game with friends and communicate with them
through chat rooms. However, in these chat rooms
there can also be criminals pretending to be avatars
to trick children into giving them personal data. These
details can be used to steal your identity and money.
Sticking to well-known games or games from
reputable websites can help protect your child.
But even then, it can still be difficult to monitor
who and what he talks to online and keep him safe
on the Internet. Total Internet security products such
as Kaspersky Total Security help prevent your child
from sending information such as bank account details, names and addresses through chat rooms and
instant messages.
And it’s not just criminals who operate in these
chat rooms. Unfortunately, just like in real life, there
is also bullying on the Internet.

Protect your children from cyber bullying
On certain gaming sites, some participants play
just to harass and insult other players. This practice
is known as cyberbullying.
Controlling and preventing cyberbullying in virtual games is difficult. In most online games there
are moderators who try to ban them, but sometimes
it can be difficult due to the amount of players.
So, parental control functions can keep your child
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safe from Internet bullying. They allow you to monitor who your child chats with online and block unwanted contacts. You can also receive alerts when a
specific word is used in online communication.
 Note: Even with all this protection, it’s still impossible to monitor your child 100% of the time.
Seemingly innocent websites can still contain
malicious links that compromise the security of
the entire network.

Do not download virus
Cyber criminals know that children are looking
for free software, music and games. They also know
that children are more likely to trust email links and
attachments.
If your child clicks on one of these links, he could
download a virus with the potential to compromise
and expose the security of not just your PC, but your
entire network. He can do this unintentionally, just
click on a banner ad and the malware will load invisibly, compromising your child’s internet safety.
Either way, the best protection is a proper internet security package that blocks unsafe links and
checks every download for signs of malware. A total
security product like Kaspersky Total Security will
do this for everyone in your home. You can monitor
the entire network from your PC and adjust the security settings for each computer individually.

Keeping your kids safe on the Internet is a priority
Nothing can replace parental guidance when it
comes to children’s Internet safety. Talking to your
kids can help a lot - teach them not to automatically
click all the ‘yes’ buttons and to stay away from cyberbullyers and potential cyber criminals.
Internet safety packages do this by monitoring
what your children receive online, helping to ensure
that the virtual ‘playground’ is a safe place.
The best Total Security products also allow you
to remotely monitor and manage all computers in
your home from your own PC.
At the end of the day, kids want to play. It’s our
job to make them as safe as possible.

Attacks on banks
In the twenty-first century, bank robberies have
gone digital. A famous example is that of a criminal
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gang that, within two years, managed to steal up to
a billion dollars from various financial institutions
around the world. Cybercriminals attacked bank officials and executives with malware called ‘Carbanak’, which was spread via email.
After successfully infecting designated computers, cybercriminals, flawlessly imitating the behavior of bank officials, managed to send money
to each other, manipulate ATMs to distribute it at a
specific time, and use e-payment systems to trans-

fer it. According to experts such as Ben Lawsky, a
far-reaching attack on the banking system could
be comparable to a ‘cyber-9/11’. Before choosing a
bank, it is always advisable to inquire about its security history. Don’t click on suspicious links in emails,
destroy financial documents and watch out for any
irregularities on your account.
How to protect yourself in a world of constantly
evolving cyberthreats? Security awareness is the
first line of defense. There are powerful security
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tools that can help, but remember that it is always
wise to use common sense to protect your computer, your information, and yourself.
How to protect yourself in a world of constantly
evolving cyberthreats? Security awareness is the
first line of defense. There are powerful security
tools that can help, but remember that it is always
wise to use common sense to protect your computer, your information, and yourself.

Android vs iPhone
Android has a questionable reputation for security. This is mainly because Android does not
belong to anyone, no one establishes what may
or may not be popular as an Android app, nor
which phones can be sold as Android devices.
However, as Forbes reports, you can protect your
Android phone by keeping it up to date and avoiding downloading applications that are unknown
or of uncertain origin. The latest Android devices
support the Google Android for Work app, which
is designed to protect applications used in the
workplace. Recent Samsung-branded Android
devices also support Knox security technology.
Apple’s iOS mobile operating system is tightly
controlled by Apple itself, which also carries out
a strict check of the applications available on the
Apple App Store. This form of control allows Apple devices to offer a good ‘default’ level of security, at the price of some restrictions per user.
For example, iOS allows you to have only one
copy of the applications installed on each device.
Therefore, thanks to the built-in security restrictions, if a user owns an application provided by
his company, the same user will not be able to
own another copy of the same application for
personal use. Blackberry also performs rigorous
checks on devices and apps. It is also designed
for Mobile Device Management (MDM) technology, which makes it easier for a company to man-

age and protect their devices. Windows Phone
also enjoys some degree of centralized control,
however it has not been without flaws in security.
Despite this, its performance is improving and it is
gaining more and more users.

Pros and cons
When it comes to security, there is no device or
operating system that is the absolute best. The security of your smartphone depends on your personal
or professional needs and on your level of familiarity
with technology. Here is an outline of the pros and
cons related to each type of device, along with some
things to think about when making your decision:

Android
Pros: Widely configurable; you have total control
over your privacy settings.
Cons: Lack of standardization results in a weak
‘default’ security level.
Tip: It’s best if you’re comfortable with adjusting
security settings and tools.

Apple (iOS)
Pros: consistency and reliability; you know what
you can get.
Cons: not immune to malware; largely depends
on Apple’s security practices. Furthermore, Apple products are generally more expensive than
Android products, however they do not guarantee
100% security and are still vulnerable to malware
and hacking.
Tip: This is probably the simplest choice if you
want a ‘pretty good’ level of security.

Internet safety tips: how to protect money and credit cards online
Here are some helpful tips from Kaspersky Lab’s
team of security experts to help you protect your
money and information when online:

Do not assume that the links are genuine
If you need to visit an online bank, retailer, or any

other payment site, you must manually type the
URL instead of clicking a link. Do not visit websites
by clicking on:
 Links in emails
 Messages on social networking sites
 Messages in chat rooms
 Advertising banners on suspicious websites
 Links sent by unknown people
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Beware of false communications
Most financial organizations never send emails
asking customers to:
 Send personal data in an email
 Please visit their site for permission
 Enter personal data in pop-up windows

credit limit of the ‘online credit card’ or keep a limited
amount of money on the ‘online debit card’.

Learn from the experiences of others
Before proceeding with an online purchase, read
customer reviews about that specific retailer.

Check the URL
If you visit a web page that requires you to enter confidential data, carefully check that the page
address on your browser matches the page you intended to access. If the URL consists of a random
selection of letters and numbers, or if it looks suspicious, do not enter any information.

Beware of potentially untrustworthy sites
It may be a good idea to avoid buying from resellers who have websites registered with free hosting services.

Look for additional information on the website
Use encryption
Make sure you are using an encrypted connection if you need to enter confidential data. If a connection is secure, the URL starts with the letters
‘https’; also, in the address bar or in the status bar
of the browser there is a lock icon. When you click
on the lock icon, look at the information on the SSL
authentication certificate issued to the site (you can
see the certificate’s issue date, issuer, and the validity period of the certificate).

Use your own computer and internet connection
Avoid using public computers, such as in Internet cafes, airports, clubs, hotels, bookstores or other
places, to access online banking services or online
retailer sites. In fact, on public computers, there may
be various spyware programs. In this case, such
malicious programs can log everything you type on
the keyboard, including passwords, and intercept
Internet traffic.
Even if you use your own computer for online
transactions, avoid connecting to the Internet via a
public Wi-Fi network. Using a public Wi-Fi network
there is a risk that traffic will be intercepted by the
network administrator or cybercriminals and network worm attacks will be launched.

Don’t use your main credit or debit card
It is recommended to use a special credit card
only for online purchases. It is possible to lower the

If you have any doubts or suspicions on a reseller’s website, use a ‘WhoIs’ IP service to find out
more information about the domain, including active
period and owner. Observe the amount of time the
site was paid for.
Eliminate vulnerabilities in the operating system
and applications
Always make sure that the operating system and
all applications on your computer and other devices
are always up to date. In this way it will be possible to
eliminate the vulnerabilities of the application system
and applications that can be exploited by malicious
software and attacks. Windows operating system
products are often the target of this type of vulnerability, and it is therefore necessary to check their
security, whether you are using the latest operating
system, XP or Windows 7: security is paramount.

Use the firewall
For added protection, instead of running a standard firewall, you can choose software and application-based firewalls.

Protection from malware and Internet security
risks
A rigorous anti-malware solution can protect
against computer viruses, worms, Trojan viruses,
and more. Some anti-malware products also include special technologies that provide additional
layers of protection when using websites for online
shopping and banking.
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More and more (crypto) scams
through social groups
Being part of a social group is a necessity
that allows us to stay informed, exchange
news and opinions, meet new people and
be updated on new job opportunities. But
here is that where human relationships
become more numerous, scammers are
ready to prowl in search of prey.
Online scams are multiplying more and more so
as to be able to confuse the very reality of things, so
as not to distinguish whether the offer or proposal
received is actually true or is actually just a way to
steal money.
Hackers have been exploiting social media platforms for years to launch social engineering campaigns to steal identities and information. In fact,
social media scams are nothing new.
In recent months we have seen a correlation
between scam activity and the ongoing pandemic.
Digital platforms have renewed and expanded their
potential, as have these cyber criminals.
In September 2020, Facebook launched a new
feature that allows Instagram users to message
Facebook users directly via Facebook Messenger. The company has detected a group of Nigerian cybercriminals who are taking advantage of
cross-platform messaging capabilities that open a
new chapter in traditional direct messaging scams.

scam because they believe the message is coming
from a trustworthy contact.
By taking advantage of cross-platform messages, the scammer can remain anonymous. Since the
victim’s Facebook account is not compromised, the
user may not be aware of the identity theft, unless
he is contacted by a friend who received the scam
message. Currently, this mechanic is used for scams
that only involve Facebook users’ close network of
contacts.

How to avoid cross-platform social media scam
The easiest way to avoid this type of scam is to
disable the Facebook feature that allows you to exchange messages across different platforms. Another option is the privacy setting that only allows
you to exchange messages between your network
contacts on social media.
Beyond privacy controls, you should always
remain vigilant. So far, the Instagram accounts involved in this scam are mostly new and not very active profiles. Also, it is important to remember that it
looks weird or fictitious, it likely is.

Crypto scams on Discord: how to defend yourself
The anatomy of social media scams
The fraud involves a cross-platform network of
accounts and messages created and sent through
both Instagram and Facebook. Cybercriminals create a new Instagram account using users’ public information on Facebook. This Instagram profile will
have the username and photo as similar as possible
to the one displayed on Facebook. Once the new
Instagram account is created, the hackers will send
direct messages to the “victim’s” contacts via Facebook Messenger.
The messages are sent from the fake account
and appear to the recipient as legitimate content,
sent by Facebook from one of their friends. An aspect that greatly increases the credibility of the
message. Users are more vulnerable to this type of

Discord is a platform originally created for gamer
communities, a sort of social network that, through
servers, thematic channels, private messages and
voice chat rooms, has in a short time also attracted
many other target users, including technology enthusiasts and of cryptocurrencies.
On Discord it is possible to find servers dedicated to Altcoins, i.e. all alternative cryptocurrencies
to Bitcoin, but there are also official servers created by the various cryptocurrency exchanges and
NFT marketplaces, as well as more heterogeneous
blockchain-themed discussion groups.
The scammers, therefore, have fertile ground in
which to find their potential victims, users already
involved and interested in cryptocurrencies and often, at least those who then fall victim to scams, with
a still limited knowledge of what are the dynamics of
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exchanges and blockchain technology, but perhaps
also web scams in general.
This is because, even if the context and the objectives change, the modus operandi of the scammers is always the same: gaining your trust by posing as someone else and requesting sensitive data
or payments.

How crypto scams work on Discord
The incipit is always the same: to help people in
this difficult period, the company in question, in this
case Roixcoin, partner of another company, in this
case Bitfinex, has decided to buy a substantial share
of Bitcoin and distribute it to randomly selected users on Discord.
 “You are one of the very lucky users who was
selected for this bitcoin giveaway!
 You have won a respectable sum (thousands
of euros)!
 To receive it you must register on a site and
enter a promo code
 ATTENTION!!! The promo is only valid for 3
days, so hurry up!
The platform had all the credentials to appear
to be a reliable exchange, it showed graphs on the
trend of cryptocurrencies, there was a message feed
where messages from other users (most likely bots)
appeared. And there was a customer support chat.
The user also had their own personal area where he
could enter all personal information.
Every aspect of the platform was therefore particularly taken care of in order to dispel any doubts
of the patrons.
If you are a user who unfortunately fell for this
scam do not worry, you will not be the only one.
However, I recommend that you change the wallet
email and password or, even better, transfer the balance to another wallet.
In order not to fall victim to these scams, the
advice is very simple: first of all, be wary of those
who want to reward you
or give you objects,
money or cryptocurrencies. If you
have any doubts,
always check the
internet to see if

others have received the same message as you and
check the rating of the platforms you want to use on
the reference sites.

Telegram’s Scam Group: how to recognise them
Another widely used channel for crypto scam is
Telegram where we repeatedly came across scammers who tried to carry out scams disguising themselves as administrators and customer care of different exchanges.
By depositing small amounts of money, you can
be pleasantly surprised to see all the methods of account protection made available by the developers,
mandatory in order to use the exchange: from identity verification to two-way authentication.
factors by phone number and e-mail, at
the same time.
We have found the same scam
methodology in several other
Telegram groups dedicated to
cryptocurrencies, both in official exchange and coin channels, and more heterogeneous hubs and communities of
crypto enthusiasts.
While some of these messages are sent by bots, and
may not convince anyone,
others are written with more
effort, with convincing texts
and written
to specifi-
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cally answer some of the questions posed in a public
channel.
Furthermore, with the same approach methodology, the scam also moves in private Facebook
groups, in conversations on Twitter and in the comments section of YouTube.
In this case, the scammer’s methodology is completely aimed at conquering the customer, and these
people would be willing to chat with them for days,
weeks or even months with the sole purpose of acquiring the full trust and getting to ask them for sensitive
data or even for payments, perhaps at different times
and almost without realizing it, or with the justification
of being able to provide them with more assistance.

Conclusions
As we have seen, crypto scams
do not differ much from other ma-

licious campaigns perpetrated through phishing,
malvertising or other attack methods.
The main difference is that they aim at a niche
of people, a very specific target of users who have
often just entered a very attractive and equally complex world.
The lack of knowledge of the tools and the hope
of easy earnings that is often associated with entering the world of cryptocurrencies are the main levers used by these groups of cyber criminals.
On the other hand, today, communication around
the crypto world is unfortunately very often polarized, between those who demonize them and those
who instead exalt them and blindly follow selfstyled gurus.
Through continuous dissemination activity on the
subject of cybersecurity and better communication
and evangelization of blockchain technology and the
crypto world, it is possible to prevent and avoid many
scams to the detriment of unfortunate customers.
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2022 Q1 Smartphone Market:
Apple smiles
The smartphone market is in sharp decline: this is revealed by the latest report
by Canalys, relating to the second quarter
of the year. According to the analyst firm’s
estimates, sales were down 9% from the
same quarter last year. The causes are to
be found, as usual, in the period of global economic uncertainty, in addition to
the end of the pandemic; we must add
that smartphones are becoming more and
more boring and that there is little reason to switch to a new model if it has been
changed in a reasonably recent time.
Canalys notes that, especially in the mid-range,
a surplus of inventory is being concentrated which
producers are struggling to dispose of; at the same
time, this will be the segment on which we need to
focus more as consumers’ budgets are shrinking.
Looking at the global ranking, as usual Apple and
Samsung dominate, trading as usual the first position based on the time of year.
At this stage in which we are very
close to the launch of the new
generation iPhones, Samsung
has overtaken it, with a global
share of 21%. Apple follows
at 17%. It is reasonable to assume that between the third
and fourth quarter Apple will
be back in the lead thanks to
the new Melafonini. On an
annual basis, however, both
Apple and Samsung are growing, both increasing their shares
by three percentage points. Just
this morning we discovered that
for Samsung especially the sales
of this year’s top-of-the-range Galaxy
S22 have been going very well.
In third position we find Xiaomi, which with 14%
of shares is down compared to last year (three
percentage points less). Fourth position for OPPO
(which also includes OnePlus sales), substantially stable compared to last year with 10% of shares
(one percentage point less). Vivo closes the top 5
with 9%, which is also just down.

Apple sets yet another record in Q3-2022
Apple announced its fiscal results for the third
quarter of the fiscal year, which refers to the period
April-June 2022. Analysts predicted a difficult period, as it was for the entire US economy, but Apple
brings home a new record with a turnover of $ 83
billion, 2% higher than the previous year.
IPhones continue to drive much of finance, generating $ 40.6 billion in revenue, up from $ 39.5 billion in Q3-2021
IPads are down slightly from the previous $ 7.3
billion to $ 7.2 billion
Macs suffer a major setback with 7.3 billion in
revenue compared to the previous 8.2, but the computer sector in general has lost more in
level, so Apple still brings home a
valid result.
All other products, such as Apple Watch, Apple TV, HomePod, etc
.. have generated 8 billion dollars,
being just under the 8.7 of
Q3-2021.
Finally, the Services, to which the various
subscriptions are part,
continue their growth path
with a turnover of 19.6 billion
dollars, while they were 17.4
in the same quarter last
year.
It is an Apple that
overall holds the bar
firmly on the market
and continues to make
highly regarded products and services. In addition, there are very important
growths in areas such as Brazil,
Indonesia, Vietnam and India, in addition to the traditional year-over-year records for America, Asia
and Europe. It is remarkable how iPhones continue
to generate very high revenues even between the
6-9 months of the announcement, a period in which
other smartphones begin to be less in demand and
particularly devalued.
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Once upon a time there was Huawei:
a company at risk
July 2020. Huawei becomes the company that has shipped the largest number
of smartphones in the world. With 55.8
million devices, the Shenzhen giant also
surpasses Samsung and Apple, climbing to the top step of the podium. Despite
pressure from the United States globally
to isolate a company they deem a ‘security
threat’ and in relations with the Chinese
government and military.
August 2022. Just over two years after that triumph, Huawei’s founder declares that the company
is fighting not to die. ‘The most important program
is survival,’ wrote Ren Zhengfei in an article (unconfirmed and not denied) on the company’s internal
forum. ‘The too optimistic expectations for the future must be corrected, and in 2023 or even until
2025, we must adopt the survival mode’, adds Ren,
who then makes a call to concreteness: ‘Fancy stories are not acceptable. Especially when it comes to
trade forecasts, we must rule out all illusions.’
Also because the founder of what was until recently the flagship of Beijing’s technological development claims that the problem is larger than
Huawei, larger than China. And that the world will
go through a decade of economic recession. Ren
said Huawei needs to change its corporate policy, focusing on profits and cash flows instead of
revenue and sales. Adding that the company will
reduce marginal activities, which opens up the
possibility of new cuts after the first reduction in
employees (about two thousand) since 2008 was
recorded in 2021.

That arrest that changed everything
Huawei victim of the tech war between the United States and China.
To understand how the situation has changed
so drastically in the space of two years, however, it
is necessary to move the hands even further back.
To be exact as of December 1, 2018. That is the day
when not only the history of Huawei changes, but
also that of relations between the United States and
China. That day, Meng Wanzhou, the financial di-

rector of Huawei and daughter of Ren, was arrested
in Canada. Her arrest was the trigger pulled by the
then President of the United States, Donald Trump,
to make Beijing understand that Washington was
not just looking for a mere rebalancing of the trade
balance. Other than a simple trade war, the issue
wasn’t just duties and tariffs.
That arrest changed everything. It convinced
China that the United States wanted to stop its rise
and would do anything to succeed. From that moment on, the climate also changed in Beijing, which
in turn accelerated the attempt to build technological self-sufficiency. Even after the release of Meng,
which took place in 2021, the earthquakes of that arrest are still making themselves felt today, with the
respective maneuvers on the indigenous production
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of semiconductors and ultimately on the mutual
suspicions that pervade the relations between the
two main world powers.
And certainly the consequences have been felt
in a shocking way on Huawei. To think that even in
March 2019, after signing the adhesion to the Belt
and Road Initiative in Beijing with the yellow-green
government, Italy was still in advanced dialogue
with Huawei for the development of 5G network
infrastructures. The then Prime Minister Giuseppe
Conte met Ren himself in Beijing, on the sidelines
of the second forum on the Belt and Road in April.
Then the wind changed, with Washington blowing
harder and harder against the Shenzhen giant. Already from the golden power extended to telecommunications, harbingers of an Italian block that ‘exists, but cannot be seen’, and one among the many
signs of hostility from the Western world.

Huawei beyond smartphones
Huawei has responded to the decoupling of operating systems by developing its Harmony but

smartphone sales have plummeted outside China. Problems also from the White House blockade of export of devices containing components
made in the USA, which also involved the Taiwan
Semicondutor Manufacturing Company (Tsmc), a
world leader in the manufacture and assembly of
semiconductors that had Huawei in the list of main
customers.
It is therefore not surprising that the consumer
business has been in decline since then. In 2021,
the first drop in sales since 2002 was recorded.
In the first half of 2022 it fell by 25.3% compared
to 2021 and by 60% compared to the first half of
2020, pushing the general decline in turnover of
5.9 % on an annual basis. Net profit margin was 5%,
down from the 9.8% shown by the company’s earnings report released in early August.
The growth of IT infrastructures is comforting,
given the attempt to diversify revenue streams.
Huawei is in fact struggling to diversify its revenue
streams as it tried to remake itself as a business
services giant. In May, the company established
five new divisions to focus on specific sectors,
including digital finance, energy, artificial intelligence, manufacturing digitization and utilities. In
recent weeks, it has launched a ride hailing service
aggregator, seeking to erode Didi’s dominance of
the Chinese market. And it is moving on software
for the automotive industry, providing cloud computing and other digital solutions for government
and businesses.

Until now
However, without giving up smartphones, given that the latest edition of the Mate series will be
presented on September 6. After launching new
laptops, monitors and headsets. Meanwhile, Huawei is looking to raise $ 593 million from its fourth
onshore bond sale this year, a sign that it is increasingly tapping into the domestic market for credit.
Also in China, four major projects are under construction, including a data center in the province of
Guizhou and a production and research and development plant in Shanghai. Internationally, the latest
agreement is for a broadband infrastructure project
in the Solomon Islands, where 161 repeaters will be
built together with China Harbor Engineering Company Limited. The Pacific archipelago established
diplomatic relations with the People’s Republic of
China in the fall of 2019, after breaking those with
the Republic of China (Taiwan), and recently signed
a security agreement with Beijing.
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What do we know
about the Black hornet micro-drones donated to Ukraine by the UK and Norway
Norway and the UK will provide Kyiv with
850 Norwegian Black hornet micro-drones,
the smallest in the world, as part of a new
£ 54 million aid package to support the
Ukrainian military effort against Russian invasion troops. Silent and difficult
to identify, they are designed to carry out
reconnaissance and target identification
operations, even at very close distances,
particularly in urban areas.
10 centimeters long and just 2.5 wide, they weigh
just 18 grams and have a range of about 1,600 meters,
with an autonomy of 25 minutes. The piloting takes
place via a remote monitor with a camera installed
on board and with the possibility of scheduled flight
towards a target. The aircraft has a GPS positioning
system, speed sensor, accelerometer, pressure sensors and a photodetector for video and photos.
The complete equipment supplied to a single
soldier weighs less than a kilo and consists of two
mini helicopters, connected to the charging device,
and the flight device. The recharging time to reach
90% of the battery is equal to the flight range of
the drone, about 25 minutes. In this way one of the
two devices is always ready while the other is recharged. In case of problems or insufficient battery,
the aircraft returns to base autonomously.
They are real spy drones, so small and silent that
they are able to enter a building from open doors or
windows without being detected, while the three
high-definition cameras on
the front allow the pilot
to clearly observe
the
environment. surrounding.

Furthermore, the images and data collected are
stored directly in the memory on the ground, so in
case of capture they cannot be used to identify the
base or the journey made.
Since the beginning of the invasion, both civilian and military drones have been used extensively by the Ukrainian army, making them essential to curb the advance of Russian forces and
document the brutality of the conflict, including
the atrocities and war crimes committed by the
invaders. However, these aircraft are also used
by the Moscow military and for this reason,
within the same aid package, Ukraine
will also receive the Night fighter
anti-drone system, produced
by the British Steel rock
technologies. It is a portable device capable of
quickly neutralizing
all types of drones,
up to five kilometers away, through
an electromagnetic
pulse.
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Reap What
you Sew
Most people do not desire to be leaders.
Quite the opposite, in fact: they wish to
be led.
To most, the thought of making any consequential life decision is daunting. People would instead
manipulate the system so they can gain their perception of what is enough. We are all survival experts and learn how to apply those skill sets from a
very early age.
In a so-called democratic society, we believe we
are given a choice, a vote to elect a leader. Once that
leader is established, we allow ourselves to be exonerated from any further responsibilities for the future
and present outcome of any decisions made by that
leader we believe we have elected.
We then complain continually about the decisions that leader makes within their personal and
private lives and the appalling way they behave,
knowing that nothing will change, and neither will
we change it.
We take no personal responsibility
for the outcome of our initial de-

cisions through our
fears of leadership.
As a mob, we prefer to
apportion blame when the
reality is that it was initially our own
choice. We refuse to hold ourselves
responsible for our chosen decisions.
After all, did we not elect them in the
first place to take away those huge
decisions and our responsibilities?

We would rather have a bad
leader than no leader at all.
Just like sheep need shepherds, we need leaders. So
how is this process working for
us all so far?
We have built our
Capitalist Society on
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greed and power; the harder you work, the more
you can acquire material wealth and power.
To achieve this, we must separate ourselves from
others, believing that we are better and stronger.
Then we, ourselves, will accumulate wealth and
be able to live happily in our material heaven.
After decades of development, this separation,
this way of living, is perfectly acceptable and
normal, inscribed into our very existence.
Through our interpretation of right and
wrong, we have allowed ourselves
to create monsters, leaders with
no ethical values whatsoever,
pathological psychopaths void of
emotions who are highly skilled
in navigating the world for their
gain. We created this system,
and we created them.
It works for them, they adopt
control of others, and within
every aspect of their own life,
they apply that control, and
they gain from that control,
be that emotional or financial but always personal. Why
would they think they are wrong
when the system we have developed
encourages and promotes this behavior
as usual?

We are all responsible for consenting to this,
worse, promoting it, and all that these leaders are is a creation of the society we have approved.
There is a war occurring currently, and it is on a
global scale. Not the war in Ukraine, but the battle
within yourself. It is a war of what your perception of
right and wrong is. A war that will change the world
forever. To understand what is happening outside of
yourself, first of all, you need to understand what
is happening within yourself. You must question
everything and not allow yourself to fall into the apathy you have been living in for a very long time.
This battle will be the most brutal battle you will
ever face because you will have to fight with yourself, your own beliefs and, your own life, your conditioning. It is a challenging process to adapt, to question yourself and your belief system. It means you
must ask for your very existence within what you
are a part of.
Do you think the world is developing in the right
direction? Within the next decade, will you be content with what the world will offer you and your own
families? I think I know the answer to those questions already, but are you prepared to look within to
find the answer?
Observing the world around me, I don’t see any
leaders, good or bad; I only see puppets. These
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are the puppets to the giant corporations that have
been allowed by us to gain immense wealth and,
ultimately, power to control. The leaders with real
strength and power lie behind the corporations and
the banking institutions that are the puppet masters
of these puppets.
In today’s world, the charismatic and dynamic personalities of the corporation leaders seem to
shine way above any political leaders, which is always expressed and exaggerated in the mainstream
media. Just as the weather changes, the political
leaders come and go, and the corporation leaders
constantly gain more strength and notoriety.
Zelensky seems to be portrayed by the mainstream media as a Marvel superhero and Putin as

his evil adversary; the whole thing seems surreal. Of
course, people are dying in this atrocious war, and
that is very sad. There is nothing new to see here;
wars are created out of the will of man to control and
have been for centuries. I can assure you it is never
what it seems, and we all must look much deeper to
understand why such things are taking place right
here and right now. What may appear to be a portrait of leadership is often only a sideshow for gaining power, wealth, and control. The real leaders, the
real benefactors, remain anonymous.
There are no False Leaders; there are only leaders. It is up to you to decide which one is right for you.
 Keep The Faith
 The Old Hand
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Premium Repair Services
Specialized in iPhone Devices

Email: David.xc@microfixlabs.com
Phone: +34 684351260 (whatsapp)
Web site: www.microfixlabs.com

112

Global Retail
distributors of a variety
of electronic devices
and services
Efficiency and proximity
in transactions
Diverse catalogue
and ready stock

Contact us and benefit
from our great service!
We are looking for
talent in the Sales
and Purchase Department!
Apply today
CHETAN MANIK

C.MANIK@MIDASGROUP.ES

+34 619666140

KANCHI

KANCHI@MIDASGROUP.ES

+34 654545424
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Who’s
“They”
Do you know that THEY now control the
world? THEY have been behind every
global tectonic event and have disrupted
the lives of the common man. THEY control the media, control the money as well
as the global trade.
They are well connected and communicate
among themselves; THEY do not allow everyone
to become part of the game but are select in who
comes into THEIR circle. They are so powerful that
we can feel THEIR presence, but THEY are never
seen. They do not announce their existence, but
somehow everyone knows that it’s THEM who are
messing things up in the world. Everyone speaks
of THEM all the time, and somehow, we are meant
to be mentally euthanized into believing that THEY
are so powerful that the masses should keep their
mouths shut and live their lives as cattle.
Research around the world regarding a variety
of conspiracy theories indicates that there is often a
link between beliefs in conspiracy theories and feelings of frustration due to the inability to influence social events. Recent research also supports this connection carried out in Montenegro. Namely, those
who believe that a secret group of influential people
controls the world are also more likely to think that
the Coronavirus was deliberately produced, spread,
and used as a biological weapon to benefit certain
global powers, either politically or economically.
Furthermore, this group believes that an elite in
the world created the Coronavirus to destroy the
economy for their own financial gain; this same elite
is also thought to have made the Coronavirus in or-

For tips regarding
smart retail you can
always contact me at
kazi.najib@playtorium.com

Kazi Najib Ashraf

der to reduce the number of people on the planet
or to genetically modify the population through the
administration of the Coronavirus vaccine. (Source:
Unicef.Org)
The new wave that has emerged after the scourge
of imperialism and that of shared hegemony of superpowers happens to be that of ultra-rich individuals who have appeared at the back of technological advancements. The concentration of wealth in
a limited number of people during the last couple of
decades has been criminal, to say the least: ‘Billionaires’ wealth has risen more since COVID-19 began
than it has in the last 14 years. At 5 trillion dollars,
this is the biggest surge in billionaire wealth since
records began”.
The concentration of power now resides in the
troika of the military, political and economic elites,
with the latter at the helm. Politicians are a conduit
for the ultra-rich to ensure that their interests are secured and anything moving in an unwanted direction is taken care of by the military. But is it possible
to be a part of THEM, or is it an exclusive club that
requires an invite?
Take the example of the Indian Ambani brothers.
Two of them inherited billions from their father, with
the inheritance drama taking the form of a Bollywood thriller. Today one of them sits at the top of the
global elite pyramid while the other is scavenging
for leftovers.

Why?
I have another take as compared to the popular
belief that resides in the masses, and that’s the idea
of fertilizing the depths of knowledge. Never
in history has the environment been so
conducive to creating new ideas. THEY
are the ones who are part of the ‘New
Elites’, individuals we didn’t know to
develop billions by enslaving masses in the old oil and mineral business. Those individuals and organizations still exist in the
form of commodity traders,
but the movers and shakers of today are the ones
Kazi Talha Ashraf
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playing with 0s and 1s. They
are the gurus of digital
and are magicians to
create wealth out
of nothing. May it
be applications
or crypto, the
new money
and power
reside in the
unseen.
T h e
masses are
still clapping away,
calling Zuckerberg
and his ilk the THEM while chugging away with
Facebook, Instagram, and WhatsApp. Is Zuckerberg forcing anyone to use his Apps? Are
people somehow enslaved by Google or
Apple? It’s the choice of the masses to be
subjugated yet again like they always
have while blaming the THEM and
slogging and burning their hard-earned
limited wealth on new gadgets. As we
speak, the users of the iPhone 13 are
dying to get their hands on a similar
product while lamenting the sleaziness
of the billionaires.
The idea to break free is simple: stop
using the digital services, and these
new monsters would die naturally.
However, this is something that’s not
happening soon. Addiction is what
the new masters have perfected, and
we are in relapse after relapse. Do
you want to join them? It’s never been
easier. Get on your PC and think of a
service that would create massive addiction. May it be a game or another TikTok
or the like, it can even be an invention to enhance the battery life of the following EV. History
was cruel, but the present and the future are open
to all.
There are no THEY; it’s always been our laziness
that prompted the others to gather strength. Do you
have the guts? They are always working in tandem.
Do you have the individuals who are willing to watch
your back? Do you have a group who you could
trust to make your move while they ensure that they
would be there if you fall?
We are scattered, and the masses distrust each
other while blaming THEM for the control. They are
always watching THEIR back; may they be from

India or Europe, THEY are
always there for
one another.
There is no THEM;
there has never been any.
It has always been our inaction, the filth and leftover
masses of the society who
are gutless and self-cantered while blaming away
the hard-working ones.
Has there been corruption? Yes, there always has been corruption, but this vice’s
magnitude depends on
the perpetrator’s ability and
guts. The petty thief steals a
dollar, but the politician steals a
million dollars. The same petty thief
would love to get his hands on the politician’s money if they can, but their inability lets them call the
politician a thug.

So, stop looking for THEM and look inwards.  Who’s THEY now?
Kazi Najib Ashraf
and
Kazi Talha Ashraf
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Phone/WhatsApp: +49 171 100 1001
Mail: Seddiqi@miva-distri.de

www.miva-distri.de
One of the largest suppliers of Apple iPhones in Europe!
Reliable and always on time!
We are looking for someone to join our sales team!
Purchase orders
and applications
to Bobby Seddiqi.
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For Resellers:
For Retailers:
as@phonetastik.de
WhatsApp:
004917666555040

goekhan@phonetastik.de
WhatsApp:
004917621730433
Skype:
goekhan.phonetastik

www.phonetastik.de

Gökhan Aytaban
HEAD OF SALES
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With over a decade
of experience, RAMA
Electronics Trading LLC
is the premier mobile phones,
tablets, and wearables
distributor in the region.
Our swift sales process is
facilitated by our long-standing
contracts with numerous logistics
providers and manufacturers
enabling us to readily
dispatch huge orders at a
moment's notice.
This enables our customers to
rely on us for their unique bulk
requirements. Our constant
deliveries and customer
satisfaction have earned
us immense trust in the
hearts of our clients.

Suchit Kandoi
ramaelectronics08@gmail.com
+971 50 506 5423
Skype: suchit141989
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Romex Telecom is a regional distributor
for leading brands in the middle east and south
America, as well as an Apple Regional Distributor.

Romex Telecom was established in Dubai.
Romex Serves mobile brands, wireless
operators, and retailers by offering global
wireless distribution and services.
Additionally, it provides logistics services
and wholesale distribution of Apple devices
and accessories.

sales1@romex-uae.com

www.romextel.com

+971 52 768 0023

+97142223008

ROMEX TELECOM FZCO - Warehouse i -09
Dubai Airport Freezone, Dubai, United Arab Emirates
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TikTok activates Election Center,
for reliable information
TikTok announces the activation of an
in-app Election Center ‘with the aim of
helping those who interact with electoral content to draw on reliable sources
and information’, such as information on
voting methods provided by institutional
sources.
‘Starting from the next few days - explains a
note from the company - specific labels will also be
applied to the contents identified as relating to the
2022 political elections in different areas of Europe
and also in USA, as well as those proposed by accounts belonging to politicians and parties.
Users, by clicking on the labels, will have direct
access to the Center where they will find information relating to the elections’.
In conjunction with the Italian electoral campaign and with Usa Midterm Election, TikTok recalls that ‘it applies a policy that does not allow
paid political announcements while the Community Guidelines prohibit content that presents electoral misinformation, abuse, hateful behavior and
violent extremism’.
This happens, the platform points out, ‘through a
combination of human moderators and technologies
as well as collaboration with accredited fact-checking organizations globally’.
In general, it should also be remembered that
‘users can use our tools to automatically exclude

videos containing terms or hashtags that they do
not want to see on their “For You” and “Followers”
pages’, such as (for example) the “I don’t care” button, which works it is explained here. In detail, paid
political ads are not allowed on TikTok and also the
Community Guidelines prohibit content that presents electoral misinformation, abuse, hateful behavior and violent extremism.
Moreover, the platform uses a combination of human moderators and artificial intelligence to enforce
the rules, all tools that will be strengthened in these
delicate weeks. As for the verification of information:
while it is subjected to fact-checking or if it has not
been possible to verify its authenticity, a content becomes unsuitable for recommendation in “For You”.
Also the Social informs users when the veracity of
a content it has not been verified and invites them
to reflect before sharing potentially misleading information.
With the TikTok Election Center, therefore, the
app tries to give correct information in a period in
which we risk getting lost in the midst of the many
proclamations. Even at a purely technical level:
starting from the voting methods (from the composition of the ballot papers to other technical details) up
to the electoral law which provides for single-member and other proportional constituencies.
But in addition to these references to official
content, TikTok will safeguard its policy on political

122

content (explicit ones, such as ads, are prohibited by
the platform’s guidelines) and will facilitate the rise
of various official hashtags.
Why this choice? By giving greater indexing
to this type of content, all users will have greater ease and opportunity to cross vote videos and,
consequently, more chances to intercept labels
and be sent back to this in-app TikTok Election
Center.

Fake News Chapter
TikTok also reiterated, as has already happened
in the past, its idea of electoral integrity. Through
collaboration with several national and international
fact-checking sites, the young user is given the opportunity to have a direct link to these portals. This
happens in general terms on elections, but already
in the past it happened on very controversial facts.
Because social media, in addition to uniting people
from all over the world, have explosive potential in
the spread of hoaxes. But this recourse to accredit-

ed sources to verify the facts becomes a picklock to
cancel fake news. Also electoral.
Next to this, it is not even possible to publish paid political content on TikTok, so that the platform does not become an agon, thus moving away from its original spirit.
To monitor both issues, social media uses a moderation that is partly entrusted to technology and
partly to a pool of people.
Furthermore, we read, ‘TikTok also collaborates
with independent analysts and periodically compares with other companies in the sector, civil society organizations and other experts.’
Finally, as we have mentioned, also in this case
TikTok makes use of the collaboration of accredited fact-checking organizations, organizations that
guarantee the evaluation of contents in more than
30 languages.
Prohibitions also extended to influencers,
often ‘used’ by political parties to convey
their electoral messages to the general
public - in a more or less explicit way.
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Wholesalers of electronic products like smartphones,
tablets, eco products and smart wearables
throughout Europe, USA and Asia

One of the largest stockist in
Europe with over 20 years
of sales experience

Contacts:
Deepa Gopakumar
deepa@rsglobal.nl
+44 7814 577655

Rohit Ranasaria
rohit@rsglobal.nl
+44 7411 669400

Ayush Mahensaria
ayush@rsglobal.nl
+44 7800 967714

www.rsglobal.nl

Akshay Agarwal
akshay@rsglobal.nl
+44 7791 592761
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SB Technology is an established name in the consumer
electronic distribution industry. We give power to our
customers, allowing them to choose what works best for
them and their business.

We sell to top retailers in the

USA, Latin America, Europe, Middle East.

As a leading company in the world of electronic distribution,
our goal is to provide the latest and top-selling products to our customers.

SB Technology
http://www.sbtechnology.net
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SHANYOS PTE LTD IS A DISTRIBUTION COMPANY
OF CONSUMER ELECTRONICS & MOBILE PHONES

CONTACT DETAILS
HEAD OFFICE:
Shanyos PTE LTD
111 north bridge road
Unit 11-01 peninsula plaza
Singapore 179098

DUBAI
OFFICE:
Mr Yash Kalwani
+971 55 157 1589

SINGAPORE
OFFICE:
Mr Chirag Tewani
+65 9150 5855

Mr Yogi Tewani
+65 9632 5855

Mr Arun Prasath
+65 8233 6641
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vladislav.atanasov@technomarket.bg
00359896691448

vladislav.atanasov@technomarket.bg
00359896691448
vladislav.atanasov@technomarket.bg
00359896691448
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Tel.: +49 (0) 7023 7457-1800
Fax.: +49 (0) 7023 7457-2800
E-Mail: sales@telepart.com
Website: www.telepart.com

TelePart Distribution GmbH
Zeller Str. 17
73217 Holzmaden
Germany
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Overcoming Popular
Refutable Notions!
Being pretentious or exaggerating things
is a common phenomenon and is not unheard of in the business world. There are
so-called ‘experts’ appearing in all the
fields, doling out their predictions and
spreading either doom or boom, as they
believe.
Everyone is entitled to equal rights, but that does
not mean that the opinion of everyone is as good as
anyone else’s. Also, there are no strict rules that bad
decisions and mistakes are not supposed to happen
to experts. Nature doesn’t differentiate.
Therefore, the desired quality for decision makers is to know the truth from the false and can understand their effects. Especially for a business,
leadership is a highly valued attribute to have.
The decisions made based on the general predictions offered by the experts may sometimes go
wrong and land a blow on a business if not cautious.
Many self-made, self-professed business gurus
and prophets regularly provide doomsday prophecy, and especially after the pandemic, a few are repeatedly told, making them seem accurate.

A few we come across as per our research are:
Pandemic-driven raw material and labor shortages will keep supply
chains vulnerable;
The
labor market
will remain
tight
due
to pandemic-induced
resignations,
reductions in
the labor force,
and turnover from greater
employee mobility;
 Businesses will increasingly leverage technologies such
as A.I., machine learning, and
automation to 1) meet demand in
the face of labor shortages, 2) ap-
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ply adaptive manufacturing technologies, and 3)
develop novel solutions to customer challenges;
Consumers will expect personalization, and businesses will leverage technology to create personalized experiences at scale (e.g., music and diets);
Flexible work models will persist, especially for
knowledge workers, as more than 90% of employers are planning for a hybrid work model for
knowledge workers;
Inflation will remain high in 2022, even as central banks raise interest rates while waiting for the
economy, labor, and supply chains to adapt. Their
focus will be on avoiding a wage-price spiral;
After two volatile years, meme stocks will fade,
and market valuations (especially in tech and biotech) will recalibrate with business fundamentals;
Digital and cryptocurrencies will increase as central banks introduce their digital currencies;
Decentralized IoT applications will gain traction,
powered by edge connectivity and computing;
Accelerated investment in climate tech will continue, particularly in electric aviation, battery
technology, and harmful emissions technology;
Nuclear (fission and fusion) will gain momentum
as a source of clean energy;
Investment in biotech for next-gen therapies (e.g.,
gene therapies, mRNA therapies, cell therapies, etc.)
will be spurred by successes from Covid vaccines;
Metaverse and AR/VR will become more mainstream;
 Web3 will see continued private
investment to
build platforms
and improve
scalability.

As the year progresses, we see how many of
these estimates have taken to fruition. Yes,
there are changes, but are they widespread, or
is there any significant advancement made, as
portended?
There are warnings that if two consecutive quarters have negative G.D.P. growth, the business cycle
is facing the contraction phase. However, although
G.D.P. provides a broad indication of the direction of
the cycle, considering the underlying drivers is also
important.
So, how much to believe and how much to get
worried about these projections /extrapolations?

Welcome to the ‘RUPT’ - The mutation of the
new world order!
Our world keeps reinventing itself. It is now moving from a world of Volatility, Uncertainty, Complexity, and Ambiguity, to the V.U.C.A. world and
embracing the R.U.P.T. – ‘Rapid, Unpredictable,
Paradoxical and Tangled’ form as defined by the
army veteran Captain Raghu Raman.
In the last couple of years, things have been
moving quickly, overlapping each other, giving little
time to settle down. Any preparation or prediction
for the future is challenged by an unexpected turn
of events and changes the course wholly.
We cannot decide one way or the other as
sometimes the options are neither different nor
similar, totally needed or unsuitable. At the same
time, everything is interdependent or connected,
making the strategies more complex to implement
in multiple ecosystems.
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What kind of leadership can help to brave this
RUPT world and continue to grow?
The pandemic and the volatile changes in the
business world led to a shift in how leaders lead
their enterprises for present performance and future growth. The way of leading is characterized by
leaders’ immense speed, agility, dynamism, and
humanism in this digitalized world.
Let us give deep thought and analyze the way
ahead in leading businesses in this RUPTured world
by being adaptive, agile, dynamic, and humane.

Adaptive leadership:
Adaptive leadership is a leadership model introduced by Ronald Heifetz and Marty Linsky.
Heifetz defines it as the “act of mobilizing a
group of individuals to handle tough challenges and
emerge triumphant in the end.”
Unlike earlier, leadership is now considered a
team sport. Leaders in managerial positions and
team members under them all have to work together to ensure the achievement of their goals and bring
about the changes they desire.
However, in the volatile and uncertain business world, executives often find it challenging to
keep abreast of all the changes. High performance
alone is not enough to survive and thrive in the
business world; being adaptive to the new strategies and techniques that may help to overcome
any challenges that come in the way is also the
need of the hour.

Agility and dynamism:
Agile is a desired skill for the whole organization
during times of change when problems and solutions lack clarity.

How to bring agility to the organization:
Leaders and team members have to visualize
the workflow from top to bottom, developing the
cross-functional skills of employees is much needed.
Aligning the objectives of every department and
division of the organization with others is very important. Wherever possible, introduce automation
and digitalization.
Understanding the customers and their changing needs should be part of every decision made,
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and a feedback mechanism should be in place for
continuous improvements in learning. Meetings and
feedback loops should be short enough to improve
productivity.
Trying new things should be encouraged without fear of failure, and impediments to innovation should be removed wherever possible. In the
R.U.P.T. world, agility is as essential as adaptiveness to survive.

Positive thinking:
As there is a favorable substitution for the
V.U.C.A. acronym: Vision, Understanding, Clarity
and Adaptability, similarly for R.U.P.T., a positive
attitude and constructive approaches are given as
Reality, Understanding, Possibilities & Transparency.
Business leaders must apply these affirmative
approaches to solve the ‘Wicked Problems’ in the
disrupted world..

Compassion / Humanism:
Compassionate leadership is needed during
times of uncertainty.

Empathy + Action = Compassion2
“Climate change. War. Oppression. Global
pandemic. Beyond their obvious effects,
these situations have taken a brutal toll on
well-being. For the younger generation, the
impact is particularly stark. A recent survey
reported that 52% of young adults are experiencing feelings of depression or hopelessness.”
 (Dr. Daniel Goleman)
C.A.G.E. is an acronym that best describes
how leaders should be showing up to inspire real
change. Leading with C.A.G.E. means leading
with Compassion/Agility/Grit,/Emotional
Intelligence.
We should give the human factor importance in
leadership and decision-making. Compassionate
leaders exhibit openness to change, adaptability,
transparency, resilience, and creativity — critical
attributes for successfully leading change in a hectic world.
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Conclusion:
As the world changes rapidly, many forecasts are
thrown about how things will be done in the future
by every ‘knowledgeable’ person around. Among
these predictions, there are some positive outlooks
and some threatening estimates. Both may look exaggerated to an extent.
A leader must read these rosy estimates but
should carefully make decisions based on the reliability, collective wisdom, the variables considered,
suitability for their industry/company, competition

in the field, financial and risk-taking capabilities, etc.
On the other hand, the scare/fear created about
labor/skilled employee unavailability, wage-price
spiral, rising inflation, etc., may make the leaders
see a tyrant lurking in the shadow. As said above,
again, able leaders will base their decisions wisely,
considering all the factors.
Hence, a leader should be aware of the situations
specific to their industry, determine the aggregate of
the forecasts and decide carefully where they stand
on the prophecies – seeing rose petals strewn path
or a shadow of the ghost.

133

l
p
.
m
a
e
t
r
e
g
i
t
.
w
w
w

We are

hiring!
We sell:
mobile phones
smart phones
tablets
cameras

For more details,
please contact:
info@tigerteam.pl
+48 577 177 820

video consol
television
computers
household appliances
brown goods

Contact:
Mateusz
+48 577 177 820
trade@tigerteam.pl

Sebastian
+48515 150 160
trade@bluecorp.co

Damian
+48 577 722 260
b2b@bluecorp.co
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STORAGE

-

TRUCK TRANSPORT

-

EXPRESS DELIVERY

-

AIR TRANSPORT

-

VALUE TRANSPORT

Contact us:
Tel: +31 (0) 20 435 00 30
Mobile: +31 625 000 976
Email: info@tlc-logistics.nl
Address: Milaanstraat 16,
1175 RJ Lijnden, NEDERLAND

TRANSPORT

WAREHOUSING

CUSTOMS CLEARANCE
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Global Telecom
& Electronic Distributor
Genuine Buyer
& Reliable Supplier

Since 2009
Growing Everyday
Long Term Partners
Fast Decision

Lets Grow Together

www.tvdservices.com
TVD Services UK Ltd
30, Coronation Square,
Southcote Lane,
Reading, UK

Sameer Shah
Direct +44 118 907 2565
Email: sameer@tvdservices.com
WhatsApp: +44 7843529904

TVD Services B.V.
Beursplein 37
3011AA, Rotterdam
Netherlands

Linkedin- tvdservices@hotmail.com

RG30 3QN

Skype - tvdservices

Tanay Shah

Yogesh Patil

Akshay Ohol

tvdservices.sales@tvdservices.com

sales@tvdservices.com

info@tvdservices.com

WhatsApp: +44 7463137830

WhatsApp: +44 7465684395

WhatsApp: +91 8767057467

Skype- vivek.tvd

Skype- sales@tvdservices.com

Skype- info@tvdservices.com
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Your wholesale partner for electronic devices.

Looking for all
kind of apple stock
iPhones ,
MacBooks, iPads,
Samsung, Xiaomi
eco

Contact us:
BalticGSM
Vilniaus m.
sav. Vilniaus m. Gabijos g. 32
LT-06155, Vilniaus, Lithuania

Landline:
+ 48 881 755 645
Email:
info@balticgsm.com
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Union Group (1989) Ltd.
Hong Kong Main Office:
6/Floor, Block D, TML Tower,
3 Hoi Shing Road, Tsuen Wan, Hong Kong
Tel : (852) 2307 9338, Fax: (852) 2360 2713
info@uniongrouphk.com
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